DEMN 510
Post-Residency Paper: Linking Research with Practice (Individual) 

Building from the residency, you are to select a problem related to disaster and emergency management practice, and to examine research that informs and refines your understanding of the problem. You are to write a 6 page (1,500 word) paper using an argumentative style. The page count excludes title page and references. Please do not exceed the page and word count!
1. Select and describe a real-world problem or issue related to your profession of disaster and emergency management (or an intended area of practice). The problem should be something that you can explore in sufficient depth in 6 pages. 

2. Review the requirements for (a) an argumentative style essay and (b) Writing Centre resources on reading, thinking, and writing at a graduate level. You may find it helpful to review The Craft of Research (Booth, Colomb & Williams, 2008) and the description of how to construct an argument. 

3. Conduct a review of the literature to identify 5-6 relevant research articles from peer reviewed journals related to the problem. 

4. Critically review the selected literature. 

5. Write a 1500 word, double-spaced paper that:

· describes the selected problem and situates the problem in your professional context (e.g., nursing, municipal management, fire management) or intended area of practice; 

· synthesizes and critiques the findings from the literature; 

· draws on the literature in order to support the argument (thesis) you are making about how to address the selected problem or issue; 

· analyzes how the findings of the literature reviewed can support and inform your practice (or intended practice).

In order to write your paper, we suggest the following steps: 

1. Define the area of focus and scope of your paper 

2. Review course material and complete a further literature review 

3. Develop your thesis statement 

4. Develop the structure and flow of your essay and argument, using a document map, outline or mind-mapping tool (whatever works for your process in organizing a paper) 

5. Develop your ideas ensuring a clear thread (beginning, middle and end) is apparent to the reader that links your ideas to your thesis statement. 

6. Draw on the research literature to support your understanding of the problem and an a supportable approach to addressing it. You may describe what is known about the topic; what questions remain; ideas that support or contradict your thinking about the problem and possible approaches to addressing the problem. In arguing for a particular approach you must use evidential support – that is researched, detailed and current information from the literature to support that argument. You should consider multiple points of view when collecting this evidence in order to present a well rounded argument – that is one that does not ignore contradictory evidence or different perspectives. It is not your task to prove “right” or “wrong” but rather to take a stance, support that stance, and offer some explanations of why this stance is well informed (or why others are not or are not up to date)

7. Draw your conclusions based on (related to) your argument. At this point you do not introduce more information but synthesize the information you have presented, restating why the topic is relevant and important, reviewing the main points you have made, and your thesis or argument. Your conclusions should also include reference to the implications of what you have found for future research or for practices in DEM.

NB. Remember to review the RRU writing centre’s information on structuring paragraphs (topic sentence, argument, supporting evidence, conclusion & transition) and using sub headings to define your sections.

Please review the description of an argumentative essay offered on the OWL at Purdue website (a great resource for essay writing in addition to the RRU site) http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/05/. Pay attention to the “five paragraph” approach. Although you may find yourself using more than five paragraphs, it provides a clear picture of how the essay should be structured. 

In keeping with standard academic writing expectations, write your paper using the APA format guidelines. For more information, on APA format and writing, refer to the APA manual and Writing Centre resources. If you need individual support related to writing, contact the Writing Centre.

Your paper must include: 

1. Title page (with your name, course name and number) 

2. Introduction (remember this section does not need a heading as it begins your paper) 

3. Sections with headings/subheadings that provide a ‘map’ for the reader. 

4. Use the literature to support your argument, presenting other perspectives when relevant

5. Use your conclusion to summarize the points you have made in the paper, suggest implications for research and/or practice 

6. References – APA format

7. All pages (except the title page) should have page numbers. The page numbers should begin with “2” as the title page is number one even though the number does not appear.

