COMM310: Theoretical Foundations in Communication

Assignment 5: Formal Research Paper (individual)

The major assignment in COMM310 is a short but actual research paper of around 1,500 words in length. You are invited to choose any phenomenon, issue or incident that can be explored through interpersonal or organizational communication or through media or cultural theory. This will be the first of a number of research studies and essays you will be writing in the BAPC academic courses. For that reason, we’re keeping the parameters of this paper crisp and limited, and using the Research Idol presentation to guide you with due care in the selection of a topic, the engagement with sources, the development of a thesis statement, the presentation of data, the creation of an argument, and APA protocol. We will be reviewing all these themes in class so that you are well-launched, and so that 310 will serve as an opportunity for you to learn the fundamentals of the research process.

Be sure to put your name, our course number, and the date on the paper. And provide a meaningful title for your paper. Please format your bibliography as a separate page.

(a) Selecting a topic

This is where your creativity and curiosity are called upon. Ask yourself: what interesting phenomenon, issue or incident relating to language, communication, media, culture or technology have I read or heard of recently? What would I like to learn about? What phenomenon, issue or incident came to mind as I was reading Griffin throughout 310?  Be careful to choose something that is limited in scope. A 1500 word paper (5-6 pages) is very short, and getting the scope of a project right is a crucial part of the research process.

(b) Working with sources

Your primary source here is Griffin. You are invited to use the Internet to research some basic information about the phenomenon, issue or incident in which you are interested so that you have some raw material with which to work. The web-based sources are just for background and general information about the phenomenon, issue or incident.

You may, of course, read from chapters in Griffin we did not cover in 310, but otherwise it’s strongly advised that you keep your non-Griffin sources limited to a few including web-based materials that explain or otherwise provide basic information about your topic.

We suggest keeping your choice of Griffin chapters and the theories or theorists therein, plus any related lecture material, to approximately 2 to 4 in total. You may use theories you selected for the other assignments in 310 if you feel strongly drawn to that material; however, you should wherever possible expand your range and demonstrate your knowledge of as much breadth in Griffin as possible. Please do not repeat arguments or re-use language you wrote for the short assignments, for in that sense you risk plagiarizing yourself.

(c) Developing a research question and thesis statement

As this will be an actual, albeit short, research paper, you will be developing an argument that is focused by a research question and distilled in a thesis statement. The answer to your research question will be in the form of a thesis statement that leads to and summarizes what your evidence supports. That argument will be supported logically through the use of material drawn from Griffin, the lecture material, and your own thinking about the topic you choose. It will be supported empirically by the data gathered through one of the five or more methods and data suggested by the bullet points in Assignment 3 your proposal.  These are:

1. a case study of personal experience that you and/or others have had

2. an informal survey

3. a field experiment

4. findings of other research studies re-applied to your question

5. or other forms of data and evidence.

These steps will be reviewed in the Research Idol material in our class.

(d) Providing evidence and data

A research question should be answered by what the gathered evidence supports.  True research examines a question and presents evidence to answer it one way or another.  After the research study, we know more than we knew going into it.

(e) Writing and APA Style Requirements

The research paper should follow standard format for essays and research reports. The use of “I” or first person statements is acceptable. Good grammar, spelling, and style count toward the assessment of the paper. APA protocol for referencing and in-text citation is to be used correctly and consistently throughout the paper. In your research bibliography, list Griffin and any other material you use in your research. In addition, this paper must be clearly and logically written with no spelling errors or typos. Since this paper is due a few weeks after the end of residency, take the time to proofread your work before handing it in. This is a communication course and an academic paper is a specific form of communication, so writing errors will be penalized. 

